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Ain’t nothing but a   hound pub

website is devoted to dogs, and it dis-
plays some 2,500 photos featuring 
every dog that’s visited. 

“We can have 50 dogs in the pub at 
any one time,” says freeholder Alex 
Halliday. “Nearly everyone who stays 
has a dog and most of the pub cus-
tomers do, too. A lot of the pubs 
around here don’t allow them in at 
all, and advertising the dog-friendly 
message means we’re busier than 
we’ve ever been.

“Of course, you have to make it 
clear what kind of pub this is — there 
are people with allergies. And we 
don’t stand for dog fights, barking  
or biting.”

W
hile many believe 
that dogs and  
food don’t mix, 
that doesn’t apply 
at the King’s Head 

in Woodbridge, Suffolk. Eighteen 
months ago Adnams tenant Mike 
Ball introduced a Mutt’s Menu includ-
ing gourmet treats like 28-day dry-
aged pig’s ear, honeyed pig’s snouts 
and ramekin of gravy bones.

“It’s gone down very well,” says 
Ball. “We started doing it because we 
noticed customers feeding their dogs 

with sausages off their plates. Now 
people spend longer browsing the 
Mutt’s Menu than they do the 
human’s menu. 

“We’ll do dishes to order, too. 
We’ve done ham, egg and chips  
for a dog, though without the egg,  
of course.

“At £1 a dish it’s not a money-mak-
ing thing,” he adds. “It’s to get people 
with dogs in the pub. The publicity 
has been good. People made a bee-
line for us when we appeared in the 
local press. 

“You see dogs pulling their owners 
across the road to get to the pub, and 
we’ve even had them coming to the 
back door by themselves.

“This is a dog-friendly town, 
though. They call it Woofbridge.”

Canine customers are celebrated 
on a Doggy Wall of Fame with Polar-
oid pictures of four-legged visitors — 
but there are downsides.

“If there’s an accident on the floor 
it has to be scrubbed down and  
sanitised, and outside we use anti-
bacterial spray on the corners of the 
building to stop dogs fouling.”

The Driftwood Spars, a freehouse 
with letting rooms in the Cornish vil-
lage of St Agnes, also trades on its 

D
ogs love pubs. They love 
them so much that, 
quite often, owners only 
have to be walking past 
a pub with their pooch 

of an evening and they’re dragged in 
there, completely against their will.

It’s not a problem the owner is 
likely to complain about. But what 
about the pub? As food has become 
an increasing part of the mix, a lot of 
licensees have made the decision to 
ban dogs. Others feel that pooches, 
along with the human at the other 
end of the lead, are important 
enough to their business to make 
special provision for.

Tim Bird, who runs four houses  
as part of Cheshire Cat Pubs & Bars, 
believes too many hosts duck the 
decision and need a clear dog policy.

“It’s an industry hot potato,” he 
says. “A lot of pubs steer away from 
the issue. But I believe real pubs 
should let dogs in.

“I can understand why a lot of 
places don’t allow dogs. It’s because 
they’re not pubs any more, but res-
taurants. And you wouldn’t let a dog 
in a restaurant.

“Up to 60% of our business is food, 
but in the end you can’t refuse dogs 
if you’re in a village and we deliber-
ated for an hour on how we could  
do it. You need a policy that says  
how, when and why — as you would 
with children.”

So while dogs can go anywhere 
any time at the expansive Cholmon-
deley Arms near Malpas, Cheshire, at 
the Red Lion in Weymouth, Dorset, 
only little dogs are allowed in the 
winter, and not at all in the summer. 

“It’s so tiny in that place — two  
alsatians would fill up 

the pub,”  explains Bird.
At his two other Cheshire pubs — 

the Bulls Head in Mobberley and  
the Three Greyhounds Inn at Allos-
tock — which opened last week, dogs 
are allowed only in the garden and 
the snug. 

“We’ve had as many as 35 dogs in 
a week at the Bull. There was one dog 
that came up and put its paws on the 
bar, waiting for a biscuit, and another 
one came in on its own. It barked 

once, ate its biscuit, drank its 
water and went home happy.

“They have to be looked 
after just like children,” he  
adds. “If a dog misbehaves it 
has to leave, like any cus-
tomer. We manage the dogs 
in a nice way.”

Arguably, the most dog-
friendly pub in the country is 
the Castle Inn at Lulworth, in 

Dorset. Its dozen letting rooms enjoy 
almost 100% occupancy with 30 to 
40 dogs staying there each week 
throughout the year.

Dog biscuits and water bowls are 
distributed around the pub and 
fluffy blankets are available to make 
canines extra comfortable.

A special section on the Castle’s 
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As more and more pubs 
turn to food, increasing 
numbers are also turning 
their backs on dogs. 
But, as Phil Mellows 
discovered, making your 
outlet a pooch-friendly 
zone can really pull in 
trade — and profits
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dog-friendly reputation, and it’s now 
raised £4,000 for a local dog-rescue 
home through inviting donations for 
dog chews.

“People stay here because the pub 
welcomes dogs,” says licensee Louise 
Treseder. “A lot of places don’t do so 
and it’s quite expensive to put them 
into kennels.

“Here they are allowed everywhere 
except the dining room, which 
doesn’t seem right — and they must 
be well-behaved and on leads. Our 
whole community is very friendly 
towards dogs, but you do get some 
visitors who aren’t happy about it. 

“If we get a yappy dog we tell the 
owner to control it. And you can’t 
have them running around. You have 
to keep an eye on that. But it’s the 
same with kids.

“We did have a dog stay here 
recently that chewed the furniture, 
which had to be replaced, so we do 
prefer it if they don’t do that. 

“But we also have dogs that do 
tricks and catch beermats, which 
adds to the entertainment.”

Simon Kalton, who recently 
opened his third pub, has designated 
doggy zones in the Boat Inn at Erbis-
tock, near Wrexham, in North Wales, 

the Swan at Tarporley, Cheshire, and 
the latest addition the Crown at 
Goostrey, also in Cheshire.

“They are rural community pubs, 
and being able to bring your dog in 
is part of pub tradition, I think.

“Customers come in with their 
dogs to escape from the house,” he 
adds. “It’s easier to say you’re taking 

You see dogs pulling 
owners over the 
road to get to the 
pub. They call it 
Woofbridge here

the dog for a walk rather than saying 
you’re going for a pint.

“We have dog bowls outside and 
jars of dog biscuits, which helps keep 
them quiet, but we don’t oversell the 
fact we’re dog-friendly. We don’t 
want a pub full of dogs.

“We do a lot of food, but it’s a ques-
tion of managing the dogs. We don’t 
let them in the restaurant, nor in car-
peted areas, which restricts them to 
25% of the pub, and they have to be 
on a lead.”

L
icensees who have dogs 
themselves are often more 
disposed towards having 
them in the pub — like 
Jason Buckner, Fuller’s 

tenant at the Park Tavern in Chiches-
ter, West Sussex.

“We allow dogs everywhere and 
welcome every dog that comes in 
with treats and biscuits,” he says. 

“We’ve become quite well known 
because of that. 

“People come in who want to eat 
with their dog. There aren’t many 
places in Chichester you can do that 
— even the park opposite the pub 
bans dogs. And it’s fine, I think, if the 
dog just sits under the table. They’ve 
got to be kept under control, and we 
have had to keep some out.”

Only well-behaved dogs are 
allowed at Palmers tenancy the New 
Inn at Cerne Abbas, Dorset, where 
one — uncarpeted — letting room is 
dedicated to canine guests.

“We get a lot of dogs staying with 
us,” says assistant manager Bene-
dicta Williams. “Especially spaniels, 
labradors and retrievers — we’re in a 
big shooting area.

“But you have to be really careful. 
So many people have allergies and 
you have to be conscious of that. 
Dogs aren’t allowed on the beds. And 
we have older people staying here 
who may not appreciate dogs, so you 
have to get the balance right.”


